
Pack 731 News 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

December 12    7:30pm 

Pack Powwow 

Crofton Elementary 

(be sure to bring a 

matchbox car for the 

gift exchange) 

 

January 10         9:00am 

Pinewood Derby 

(heats begin at 9:00am) 

Crofton Elementary  

 

February 21       6:00pm 

Blue & Gold Dinner 

Crofton Elementary 

 

March 13-15 

Winter Camping 
Broad Creek Memorial 

Scout Reservation  
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Well we certainly started 
the year in a big way. First 
we recruited nearly 50 new 
scouts and grew to nearly 
130 scouts (which I believe 
is a Pack 731 record).  
Many thanks go to our re-
cruiter Andy Russell and 
his team of adult and scout 
recruiters. 

We continued big with our 
Popcorn fundraiser by sell-
ing more than $20,000 
worth of popcorn that 
placed us #1 in sales in the 
entire Baltimore Area 
Council. Kudos to Popcorn 
Kernels Tim and Claire 
Spencer for organizing this 
important effort. Special 
thanks goes to Top Pop-
pers Spencer Frederick 
($745 in sales), Stephen 
Mackes ($1,070 in sales) 
and Russell Shannon 
($1,070 in sales).  

As you know, popcorn is 
our Pack’s only fund-
raiser which helps pay for 
achievements, as well as 
to reduce the cost of ac-
tivities such as the Blue 
and Gold Dinner and 
Winter Camping. 

We finished big by send-
ing the largest number of 
Webelos to The Capitol 
District’s somewhat rainy 
and windy, but also 
memorable, Webelos 
Woods Tent Camping 
event.  Thanks goes to 
Valerie Reed for coordi-
nating our registration.  
Lou Scalza contributed 
and helped to perform on 
behalf of the pack "If It’s 
Raining and You Know 
It" with The Pedros, 
Flaming Marshmallows, 
Cobras, Scorpions, Wol-
verines, Sue Conant, 

Cindy Pique and Andy 
Musliner.  (I apologize if I 
missed any other adult 
singer, but it was pretty 
dark at the campfire).  
The  Dragons also deserve 
kudos for their strong 
performance of 
the "Firing Squad" skit on 
behalf of the pack at the 
Campfire. 

Looking ahead, we have 
our 4th annual Matchbox/
Hot Wheels car exchange 
during the December 
Pack Powwow (12/12/08). 
All you need to do is to 
bring a new, wrapped 
(gift bags do not work 
well for this event) 
Matchbox or Hot Wheel 
car. Siblings are welcome 
to participate provided 
that they bring a car as 
well. You bring a car, par-
ticipate in a fun activity 

Winter 2008-2009 

Christmas Angel Project Underway 

As part of our Pack's ongo-
ing involvement in the 
community we have volun-
teered to participate in the 
Adopt-an-Angel Christmas 
Project sponsored by 
Prince of Peace Church, 
our charter organization.  

We will work with the 
church to provide gifts and 
food to needy families in 
the Maryland area. Den 
Leaders will receive the 

lists to distribute to their 
Dens soon. Each gift has a 
specific id #. It is essential 
that each gift (which 
should be wrapped) have 
a tag with that id # on it.  

Cash gifts of $5-$10 can 
also be given, which 
Prince of Peace will use to 
buy Superfresh gift cards 
for the angel families. 

Each den needs to deliver 
the gifts to Rebecca 
Wheatley (Adopt-an-
Angel Coordinator) the 
week of December 7th, 
and no later than the 
Powwow on Friday Dec 
12th. 

 

From the Cubmaster 
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“GENTLEMAN, 

START YOUR EN-

GINES! “ 

 

 

The Pack 731 Pinewood Derby is 
scheduled for Saturday, January 10, 
2009 in the Crofton Elementary 
School Cafeteria.  Pinewood Derby 
kits were distributed to the Den lead-
ers at the November Powwow meet-
ing, please contact your Den leader if 
you did not receive yours. 

We will keep the order used in prior 
years: 

Webelos II- 9:00 a.m. 

Webelos I- 10:00 a.m. 

Bears: 11:00 a.m. 

Wolves: 12:30 p.m. 

Tigers: 1:30 p.m. 

Top 3 finishers from each rank 
will race off for the pack champi-
onship at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Please remember that it is the boy's 
car. When he designs, builds, and 
decorates his car to the best of his 
ability, he demonstrates the "Do Your 
Best" Cub Scout Motto and provides 
for a better race.  The race format is 
designed to provide the boys with the 
opportunity to participate in as many 
races as possible.  Please encourage 
your boys to use their creativity when 
designing, building and decorating 
their cars.  In addition to the race 

winners, certificates will be 
awarded in various design catego-
ries. 

 

To ensure a level playing field for 
all boys, Pinewood Derby cars need 
to meet all the specifications listed 
in the Pinewood Derby car kit in 
addition to the following: 

• Pinewood Derby cars used in a 
previous Pinewood Derby race 
are not eligible for this year's 
race. 

• Only the nails and wheels in-
cluded in the Pinewood Derby 
kit can be used. 

• Do not add anything that hangs 
below the bottom of your car 
(except the wheels) as this will 
cause the car to drag on the 
track. 

• The car must be built to run on 
all 4 wheels. 

• Do not add anything to the car 
that sticks out more than ½" on 
either side as this will interfere 
with other cars during the race. 

• If you choose to modify the front 
of your car, the farthest point 
forward must be the middle of 
the car. 

• All Pinewood Derby cars com-
peting in the race must be reg-
istered in advance of the race. 

• The District rules are posted on 
the Pack 731 website at http://
croftonpack731.org/upload/
PWD_District_Rules_2007.doc.  
If you intend to race at District, 
there are additional rules that 
must be observed. 

 

Registration will be hosted by Pat 
Hogan at 1623 Ardsley Place on 
Wednesday, January 7 and Thurs-
day, January 8 between 7:00p.m. 
and 8:30p.m. You need only attend 

one session and it should only take 
a few minutes to weigh and meas-
ure your car. 

Directions from CES: 

Turn right onto Crofton 
Parkway 

Go approximately ½ mile 
and turn left onto Ardsley 
Pl 

Ardsley is a “T”, take an-
other left 

2nd house on left- #1623 

 

If there are any problems with your 
scout's car not meeting the specifi-
cations, you will need to make the 
necessary modifications to bring it 
into compliance before it will be 
registered. You may take it back to 
your home and return when you 
have made the changes. Once a car 
has been weighed, measured and 
found to be in compliance with the 
specifications, race officials will 
keep it so no further modifications 
to the car are made prior to the 
race. No modifications to the cars 
will be allowed on Race Day and 
race officials will be responsible for 
approving and supervising any car 
repairs needed between races. 

 

In order to ensure that race day 
runs smoothly and efficiently, the 
Pinewood Derby Committee will 
need many adult volunteers. Please 
contact me if you would like to vol-
unteer, there will also be volunteer 
sign up sheets at the December 
Powwow meeting. 

 

Pat Hogan 

Pinewood Derby Coordinator 

410-721-5939 

pat.hogan5@verizon.net 

Pinewood Derby—News and Rules 
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and leave with a different car. Also 
during the December Powwow, we 
will be collecting our Adopt an An-
gel gifts and Food for less fortunate 
local families through our Charter 
Organization, Prince of Peace 
Church. 

 

Pack 731 scouts and families have 
another opportunity to show our 
goodwill by participating in the 
Crofton Elementary School Cleanup 
Service Project on December 6th. 
This is how our Pack shows our 
thanks to Crofton Elementary. 

 

2009 begins with the Pinewood 
Derby which is one of our most 
popular events. This race, organized 
by the Bears and held on January 
10th, provides our scouts with the 
opportunity to design build and race 
their own cars . The Wolves then 
take center stage by organizing the 
Blue and Gold Dinner on February 
21st.  This event is a celebration of 
the birthday of Cub Scouting and is 
the best venue to receive your rank 
(Tiger, Wolf, Bear, Webelos) badge 
or the Arrow of Light, which is the 
highest achievement in Cub Scouts. 
Therefore, please “do your best” to 
earn your rank badge or Arrow of 
Light in time for the Blue and Gold 
Banquet. 

 

 Then it is the Webelos I’s turn as 
they organize our Winter Camping 
event that takes place at Broad-
creek Memorial Scout Reservation 
on March 13th – 16th. This Cabin 
Camping adventure is a lot of fun 
regardless of the weather and also 
serves as the last pack event for our 
Webelos II’s who will bridge to Boy 
Scouts at the end of the month. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Cindy 
Pique for her 2+ years of dedicated 
service as Pack 731’s Advancements 
Coordinator. I also appreciate 
Cindy’s willingness to assist Kate 
Schaeffer as she learns her new role 
as the Advancements Coordinator. 
and I appreciate Kate stepping up 
to this important role. 

 

With the help of our dedicated adult 
volunteers and enthusiastic scouts, 
we are right in the middle of a terri-
fic 2008-2009 Cub Scout year. I 
hope to see all of you at the Crofton 
Elementary School Service Project! 

 

Roger Hansen 

Cubmaster Pack 731 

 

 

Cabins have been reserved and the 
Webelos I led Winter Camping Com-
mittee is forming now.  
 
If you have any suggestions for new 
activities, or want to make sure that 
one of your favorite activities from a 
Winter Camping trip in the past is  
included, please send a note to  asst-
cubmaster@croftonpack731.org  
 

Winter Camping is one of the most 
popular events on the Cub Scout 
calendar. Our boys will participate 
in some fun activities while learn-
ing some of the skills they will need 
as they become Boy Scouts.  
 
Winter Camping will take place on 
March 13th – 15th 2009 at Broad 
Creek Memorial Scout Reservation  
in Harford County, Maryland. 
 

From the Cubmaster (cont’d. from page 1) 

Winter Camping 
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Additional details will be provided 
at the December Pack Powwow and 
will also be posted on our website 
www.CroftonPack731.org as they 
become available. 

 

The Blue and Gold Banquet is a 
birthday party for Cub Scouting 
and  celebrated by Packs in Feb-
ruary, the anniversary month of 
the Boy Scouts of America. The 
Boy Scouts of America began in 
1910 and Cub Scouting began 20 
years later.   

 

Pack 731’s Blue and Gold Ban-
quet is currently scheduled for 
Saturday, February 21at 6:00pm 
in the Crofton Elementary School 
cafeteria.  The Wolves are re-
sponsible for this fun event! 

 

Each year we first target boys to 
have completed their rank ad-
vancements by the time of the 
Blue and Gold Banquet. If your 
son is not yet done with his ad-
vancement requirements by 
then, there’s still plenty of time 
to complete requirements by the 
end of April.  

  

Blue and Gold Blue and Gold Blue and Gold Blue and Gold 
BanquetBanquetBanquetBanquet    
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Pack 731 

P.O. Box 4831 

Crofton, MD 21114 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PACK  731 

WINTER NEWSLETTER 

Income = Outgo? 
by Tim Capstack, Pack Treasurer 

Do you ever wonder where the registration fees you pay 
go?  Or how all the money earned through popcorn 
sales is spent?  As it turns out, most of the pack income 
which isn’t earmarked for a specific event is earned 
through popcorn sales – so, thanks for a record-
breaking year!  The Pack dues are small but significant 
part of the yearly budget, coming in at about 12% of 
income. 

 

As you can see, we spend quite a bit each year on camp-
ing events, advancements, Blue and Gold banquet, the 
September picnic, registration costs, and of course, pay-
ing for all that popcorn. 

Income 

Expenses 


