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Mark Your Calendar
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* September 7th — 7:00pm
% Pack Recruiting Night
: Crofton Elementary

: September 16th—

: 4:00pm

% Pack Picnic

z Crofton Park

*

* October 12—7:30pm
% Pack POWWOW
z Crofton Elementary

*

* October 26 — 28

: Webelos Woods

*

z November 16 —7:30pm
* Pack POWWOW

z Crofton Elementary

*
% See Page 4 for the full
% Year's calendar...
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From the Cubmaster

For all new Cub Scouts
joining us in Pack 731 this
fall: Welcome! You are
about to enter into a world
of adventure, games,
friendship, and laughter.
At Pack 731, we make
Scouting more than fun —
we make it outrageous!

For our new parents,
allow me to introduce
myself: I’'m Andy
Musliner, the Pack’s
Cubmaster (aka Pack-
Man). At Pack 731 we are
focused on Educational
Fun that Instills Scouting
Values. That means we
like to have a good time
while learning about the
world around us & how to
“Do Our Best.” We are
proud to be the largest and
one of the most active and
parent-involved packs in

the region. Our Pack
leadership is made up of
an all-volunteer staff of
parents and guardians.
Please, let us know how
you can help, and get to
know the incredibly
talented and expanding
team of leaders you can
join (see page 3). | look
forward to you “helping
the Pack go!”

To our returning Scouts,
welcome back! If you
thought last year was
adventurous (remember
actually sledding on our
winter camping trip?), fun
(remember racing your
Pinewood Derby car?),
hilarious (I remember
someone hitting me in the
face with a pie or three),
or thrilling (remember

working hard and earning
your badge?), then you’re
prepared, because this year
is already shaping up to be
just as exciting. Dare | say
more exciting? Well, that
will be for you to ensure.
Half of everything in life is
attitude. Bring your positive
attitude and I will guarantee
you a good time.

To all our parents, please
read on. In these pages lie
the dates you need to
remember, the contact
information for everyone
you need to know, insight
into our upcoming events,
and the adventures you and
your boys have to look
forward to.

Here are a few of the
important updates from last
year:

I’m pleased to have Roger

Pack Picnic Scheduled for September 16

It’s Picnic time! Start your
Scouting year off with the
whole family at the annual
Pack 731 Picnic. The
picnic will be held at
Crofton Park on Sunday,
September 16th from 4:00
p.m. until dusk. We have
reserved the pavilion and
picnic areas. The Pack will
provide hamburgers, hot

dogs and the fixings. Each
family is asked to bring a
side dish or dessert to share
and their own beverages (no
alcohol, please!)

Frisbees.

Come help dunk our Pack
Leader!

Scout uniform is NOT
required.

Any questions call Claire
Spencer at 410-721-3228

Please R.S.V.P. to your Den
Leader by 9/12, 2007 with
the number of family
members attending.
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From the Cubmaster (continued from page 1)

Hansen as our new Assistant
Cubmaster (aka Assistant Pack-
Man). He and | will be sharing
the Pack-Man responsibilities
and he will gradually assume
the Pack leadership role by the
end of the year. This is part of a
carefully considered succession
plan that will help assure a
seamless transition and a
continually improving program
for our Scouts in the coming
years.

| am just as pleased to announce
our new Committee Chair,
Molly Weems, and our new
Secretary/Communications
Director, Melissa Kittleson.
These are two of the most
dedicated individuals I know of
and will serve our boys and the
Pack exceptionally well.

The Pack Leadership Team
(which consists of any parent
who cares to be involved) held
a meeting at the end of June to
discuss how we would improve
the Pack this year. There were a
few key goals for this year that
came out of that meeting:

Don’t mess with success. |
think we all agreed that last
year was great fun for all —
parents and Scouts alike.

So, for the most part, we’re
not going to break what we
didn’t think was broken.

Reinstitute
“announcements” at the
Pack Powwows (otherwise
known as Pack Meetings).
This was necessary to make
sure Pack information was
actually reaching the
parents in the audience.
Groan now, and forever

hold your peace.

Improve our Pack’s
participation in service projects.
Last year’s participation was
unrepentantly low, so this year we
have four service projects planned
— with improved methods for
coordination, a few more perks
for the boys, and all for
worthwhile causes. | think you’ll
like the revised approach.

Increase our Pack’s trained
adult leaders. This is VERY
important to successful and SAFE
scouting. It is imperative that if
you are a leader that you get
trained. It doesn’t take long, and
it’s in your best interests and the
interests of your boys. Our local
district has revised its training
program, some of which is online,
and we have high hopes for better
participation. Please help us reach
our objective of having ALL
leaders trained.

I am very much looking forward to
kicking this year off with a bang on
our Pack New Parent AND Scout
Orientation Night on Friday,
September 7th at 7pm and then with
the annual Pack 731 Picnic on
September 16" at Crofton Park. Once
again, our Amazing Picnic Committee
has outdone itself, and 1’1l wager this
year’s picnic will easily rival any
picnic you’ve ever attended. All Cub
Scouts, their families, and prospective
Scouts are welcome. You won’t want
to miss it.

Thank you all in advance for helping
to make the 2007-8 Scouting year a
success.

See you at the Picnic! Casual dress.
Wocca-wocca-wocca

Andy Musliner

Cubmaster aka Pack-Man, Pack 731

y/
\\NS7/Z,

Editor’s note: We publish this
newsletter quarterly, but our primary
form of communication is (a) our
Pack website,
www.CroftonPack731.org, and (b)
email. So check out our website. On
there we have the entire year’s
calendar posted (through August
2008), along with information,
downloadable files, and an FAQ on
nearly every facet of Pack 731’s
activities. Follow our blog, which is
also on the website, and watch for
email from the Pack. Please make
sure we have your current email
address. You can contact us by
emailing info@croftonpack731.org.
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Crofton Pack 731 Leadership Team

info@CroftonPack731.org
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Pack 731
2007-2008 Calendar

September

7 Pack Recruiting Night ~ 7:00pm
Crofton Elementary School

12 R.S.V.P. for picnic due to
Den Leaders

12 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm

16  Pack Picnic 4:00pm
Crofton Park

October
3 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm
12 Pack Powwow 7:30pm

Crofton Elementary School
26-28 Webelos Woods

November

7 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm

16  Pack Powwow 7:30pm
Crofton Elementary School

December

5 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm

14 Pack Powwow 7:30pm
Crofton Elementary School

**Adopt an Angel**

January 2008

2 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm

9-10 Derby Weigh-in TBD
Location TBD

12 Pinewood Derby 9:00am
Crofton Elementary School

February

6 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm

23 Blue and Gold Banquet 6:00pm

and Rank Advancements
Crofton Elementary School

March
5 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm
14-16 Winter Camping
Broadcreek Scout Reservation
29  Webelos Il Bridging
Camp Barrett

April
2 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm
18  Pack Powwow and 7:30 pm
Adult Awards Ceremony
Crofton Elementary School
May
7 Den Leader Meeting 7:30pm
16  Pack Powwow 7:30pm

Crofton Elementary School
24 Flag Placing Ceremony
Crownsville Veteran’s Cemetery
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PopP, POpP, POPCORN

Once again it time for our Pack’s annual
“FUN"draiser. This is Pack 731’s major fundraiser for
the scouting year, allowing the Pack to fund numerous
scouting activities throughout the year including
Webelos Woods, Winter Camping at Broadcreek, the
Pack Picnic, etc. Popcorn sales will occur in two
phases: The “Show and Sell” at the Waugh Chapel
Safeway/Crofton Giant and individual sales via “Order
Forms.”

The “Show and Sell” is a Den activity,
allowing each Den the opportunity to sell popcorn in
front of the Safeway/Giant for a 3-4 hour period during
the various weekends in September/October. Den
Leaders will sign up for specific dates/times and this
information will be conveyed to parents in early

September. Please make every effort to have your scout

participate in the “Show and Sell,” it’s a learning
experience and the boys always have lots of fun.

Order Forms for individual sales will be
distributed to your scout no later than September 15,
2007 by their Den Leader. Scouts will again be able to

earn prizes based on their level of sales. Order forms, prize
forms, and money collected must be turned into the Den
Leaders by October 12, 2007.

I need a number of volunteers with large vehicles
to help pick up our initial popcorn order the morning of
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2007 in Annapolis. Our initial order
will be very large, so please help if you can. If you can help
on Sept 29", please contact me via e-mail or phone so | can
put your name on my “popcorn pickup” list. I’ll provide
more details closer to the actual date.

If anyone has any questions regarding the Popcorn
Fundraiser, please feel free to contact me. I’m looking
forward to working with you and your Scouts to make this
a successful fundraiser for our Pack.

Dawn Fowler
treasurer@ *

410-451-0009

Popcorn Kernels of Wisdom

Popcorn Kernels of Wisdom

Selling popcorn is our one and only fundraiser. |
highly encourage you having your boy proactively
participate in this activity, not because it is the way
we pay for awards and patches and subsidize all of
the Pack’s scouting activities, but because selling
popcorn is a great educational opportunity for him to
learn about:

Economics: Have him add up the money, run the
cash box at Safeway, ask for the check, handle
the money, and know the comparative price of
each item. These are small lessons he will use for
the rest of his life.

Communication: Teach him to have a clear
message: “Would you like to support Cub Scouts
by buying some popcorn?” He’ll learn quickly
what works and what doesn’t. Have him know
the products, recognize who will buy what, and
be able to make recommendations based on his
own opinions. It’s a great thing to watch as these

young boys learn how to communicate with all manner of
different people.

Handling Rejection and Enjoying Success: People will say
“no.” Teach your boy how to handle it with grace and
renewed vigor. Learning how to cope with rejection is
just as important as learning how to succeed. Pretty soon
your boy will be handling rejection like water off a duck
and look at the next prospective customer as a new
opportunity to succeed.

Self-Confidence: Once he gets the hang of it (which takes 3-
4 houses going door-to-door or 10-15 minutes at
Safeway), he will immediately see the results and
demonstrate success. Success breeds self-confidence.

Doing Your Best: As a popcorn sales person, you have to
have initiative. No initiative, no sale. No sale, no reward,
no prize. Have him set a personal goal. Not something
ludicrously unachievable, but something that seems just
out of reach and pushes his own personal limits. He’ll
make it, and be prouder for having done so.

In short, selling popcorn is not so much a fundraiser as it is an

opportunity to gain life lessons that are immensely valuable

for our boys and, as a fortunate side effect, for our Pack.

Andy Musliner, Cubmaster
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Raingutter Regatta Results
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First place: Ryan Panek
Second place: Stephen Byers
Third place: Kevin Russell
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Helpful Scouting Websites:

Baltimore Area Council of Boy Scouts of America

. www.baltimorebsa.or
Uniform Helps: www.scoutstuff.org now sells the full g

line of Cub Scout and Cub Scout Leader uniforms. The

Pack 731 uniform requires the following: Capital District—Pack 73L's District

www.vogelweb.us/thecapitoldistrict/

Cub Scout shirt (long or short sleeved)
Neckerchief (provided by Pack)

Slide

Hat

Tiger Scout, Cub Scout or Webelos Slide
Cub Scout Belt (Tiger or Cub Scout buckle)

To receive news and information from the Capitol District,
to Listserve@baltimorebsa.org. In the body, type:
subscribe thecapitolnews@baltimorebsa.org

Boys Scouts of America
www.scouting.org

Official pants and socks are not required. All uniforms
should have the U.S. Flag, World Crest, Baltimore Area
Council Patch, Pack 731 patch and Den Numeral(s).

For New Scouts:
www.joincubscouts.com

A new scout shop will be opening sometime this fall in

Hanover, Md. Visit the Pack 731 Web Site for more
information at: Croftonpack731.org




VOLUME I, ISSUE II

PACK 731 NEWS

Registration News—For New and Returning Scouts

Help Recruit New Scouts

Tell your friends and neighbors to mark their calendar
for Friday, September 7 at 7:00 p.m. at Crofton
Elementary School. Our Pack will hold its annual
Recruiting Night to introduce prospective Scouts and
their parents to the wonderful adventure of Scouting!
The Open House portion of the evening runs from
7:00 to 7:45 p.m. Anyone interested in learning more
about Cub Scouting is welcome to come, pick up
literature, and ask questions. There will be plenty of
adults and Cub Scouts on hand to field questions.
From 7:45 to 8:30 p.m., we will conduct New Parent
Orientation for all incoming parents and entertain the
Scouts as well.

Parents will have the opportunity to learn about
Scouting through an informative video and
presentation from Pack leadership. The Pack will
provide each new Scout (at any level) with their
handbook and neckerchief.

The boys will have some + * *

* 8 We still need a few
helping hands. If you are able to help, please call Andy
Russell at 410-451-1949 or andy_russell@yahoo.com.

Returning Scouts

Returning Scouts need to complete the Registration
Form (below) and return it to their Den Leader by
September 30. Your registration fee of $45.00 includes
the cost of the Scout’s neckerchief and handbook, which
your scout will receive automatically from the Pack
when he joins Cub Scouts or advances in rank.

If you sign up for a new subscription to Boy’s Life
magazine, delivery will begin in April 2008. There will
be no interruption in service for existing subscriptions.
Note the combined cost for registration and Boy’s Life
Magazine is $57.00.

2007 Pack 731 Scout Registration Form

Please complete this form and return with payment to your Den Leader by September 30,
2007. Please use one form per Scout. Make check payable to Pack 731.

Scout Name

Den # Birthdate

Parent’s Name

Street Address
City State
Phone ( ) E-mail address

PAGE 7

Scout Registration Fee $45.00/Scout Boy’s Life Magazine $12.00/year (yes or no)

Total amount enclosed:

Special skills my parents can share with the Pack
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